
ATTACHMENT 14

FRIENDS OF PLEASANTON and PLEASANTON FIRST
JOINT STATEMENT

We the representatives of Pleasanton First and Friends of Pleasanton issue the following joint
statement to the Pleasanton City Council

The Staples Ranch property represents an important opportunity for the City of Pleasanton The

Alameda County Surplus Property Authority is seeking to develop the property to include a 36t-

acreauto mall site 45 tacre senior continuing life community 17t-acrecommunity park5 t- acre

neighborhood park and 11 t-acre commercialdevelopment project TheCity s PlanningCommission and
CityCouncil will need to carefully consider these land use proposals inthe context of

the City s Memorandumof Understanding withtheCounty of Alameda while also balancing the

needs and interests of the Pleasanton community We support the timely review of these applications

bytheCity of Pleasanton in anopen and transparent manner and encourage the public s

participationthroughout all phases of the development review process We emphasize our support
for incorporating Staples Ranchinto the City of Pleasanton This project iswithin the Citys

UrbanGrowth Boundary UGB andas such should remain within the planning influence of the

City The proposed

land use plan allows the Cityto relocate the existing Pleasanton Auto fvtall currently located

adjacent tothe Rosewood Shopping Centertothe Staples Ranch property The Pleasanton Auto

Mallis owned and operated by Hendrick Automotive anine-year Pleasanton- basedbusiness Hendrick

Automotive iscomprisedofthe following dealerships Acura ofPleasanton East Bay

BMW East Bay Mini Infiniti of Pleasanton Lexus of Pleasanton and VolvoofPleasanton In addition

to these dealerships Mercedes Benzof Pleasanton wishes to partner with Hendrick Automotive to

relocate its dealership currently located on Owens Drive in the Hacienda Business Park

tothe Staples Ranch property The Friends of Pleasanton and Pleasanton First organizations collectively

support thisendeavor This relocation effort will retain valuable sales tax revenues

and jobsinPleasanton There is also

aproposal to bring additional senior housingtoour community The proposed facility providesa
mixof independent assisted and skilled nursing units It appears that the developer Continuing Life

Communities has put considerable thought into the planning of this 45-acre site They

haveworked with adjacent neighbors and demonstrated sensitivity to visual impacts setback requirements and

architectural features While the development proposal may need further refinement by

the Planning Commission and City Councilweare generally supportive of the proposed
use with the developer indirect dialog with individual neighbors We look forwardto the

ongoing review of this project and ask that the City Council be mindful of inputs from the community

including those concerned withaffordability andthe Citys inclusionary housing ordinanceWe
strivetoseeaproject developed that integrates wellwith adjacent land uses and

serves as a complimentary easterri gateway featureforPleasantonInreviewing the proposed

11 t-acre commercial development project itappears thatthedeveloper Fremont Land Inc has

presentedaland use opportunity that may provide adiverse retail shopping experience for area

residents Weask that theCity carefully review this proposal to determine whether there are
creative opportunitiestoaugment the communitypark site We believe the community park master

planning process which we will describe inamoment may



lead to creative options for consideration such as semi-publicuses and orcomplementary landscape
buffer areas The

Friends ofPleasanton and Pleasanton First are also very supportive of park land openspace on
the Staples Ranch property The land use proposal includesa5-acre neighborhoodpark adjacent to
the proposed senior housing facility anda 17-acre community parkadjacenttothe Arroyo Mocho The

community park siteisbeing dedicated by theCounty to the City at no cost as condition of

development Theneighborhood park isproposed to be jointly acquired and improved by adjacent

developers including theCityof Pleasanton There are currently noCity funds earmarked for
the improvement of the community park in theshort term In the future we recognize that the

City Council will have toprioritize future capital funds to construct the community park This

willoccur through the Citys annual budgetreview process While the City

Council has approvedaconcept plan for the two parks that includes various amenities suchas

sports fields passive recreational areas andaproposed ice skating facility we ask that the

City Council initiate amore comprehensive master planning process for the community park site

This master planning effort will further refine site amenities and enable future financing decisions

tobemade by the City Council We ask that the master planning effort bean open

and transparent process involving the communityat large with technical assistance provided bythe

City s Parks andCommunity Services staff The proposed community park master planwould then

be submitted to the Parks and Recreation Commission and City Council for final consideration This process

would run parallel to the land use review process forthe Staples Ranch property We
mutually request that theCityCouncil authorize City stafftoinitiate this effort and that

City staff be empowered toconduct public outreach including media advertising and host community
meetings workshopstoaccomplishthisobjective We the undersigned

support this joint statement and look forward to working mutually with theCity to accomplish

the aforementioned objectives and positively impacting the welfareof all those who live in

Pleasanton Friends of Pleasanton

and Pleasanton First Richard Pugh FOP

Matt Morrison FOP

Dan Faustina PF

Becky Dennis PF


