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Robin Giffin, Associate Planner

City of Pleasanton

P.O. Box 520

Pleasanton, CA. 94566-0802
SUBJECT: Comments oil Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) — Staples Ranch Project

Dear Ms. Giffin:
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Staples Ranch Draft Environmental Impact Report
(EIR). As a Responsible Agency, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the

Alameda Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) will rely on the City’s environmental
documentation in the consideration of any subsequent change of organization or sphere of influence

applications related to this project. |
Potential environmental nnpacts relating to proposed LAFCo actions must be quantified, mitigated to the

maximum extent feasible, and fully disclosed. LAFCo’s policies list factors that we must consider
- including CEQA compliance, agriculture, Williamson Act contracts, reorganizations and other LAFCo

concerns. |
LAFCo submitted a letter, dated May 23, 2007, in response to the Notice of Preparation (NOP) of the
Draft EIR for the Staples Ranch Project. Many of the issues raised in that letter have been addressed in the
Draft EIR. The outstanding issues include: :

Prime Agricultura] I ands

The Draft EIR acknowledges that a portion of the site meets the LAFCo's Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Act

definition of Prime Agricultural Lands (even though not considered Prime Farmlands by the California
. Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program). Some of the soils on site meet two of LAFCo's five

definitions of Prime Agricultural soils:

1) Class I or I soils;
2) Rate 80 through 100 Storie Index. See below for more discussion of agriculture soils (cumulative

and policy) BECEIVED
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Regarding Agricultural Laﬁd Cumulative Impacts, the Draft EIR notes that the site is a) not designated as
prime farmland, b) not used for agricultural production, but c) ddes include prime agricultural soils (p. 4-
15). The prime agnculnfml soils consist of 74 acres including acreage in Arroyo Mocho and the El
Charro Road right of way.;The Draft EIR states this is not a cumulative CEQA impact due to size of prime
agriculture soil acreage, L:k of agricultural use and non-pnmk farmland. The 1989 Stoneridge Drive
Specific Plan, formerly adop:ed, allows conversion of the ex;stmg land use to residential, commercial and

open space by the City. Although the proposed development is consistent with the adopted Plan, more

documentation, including appropriate maps, is required prior to making a ﬁndmg{of non-significance.

T Im is i
The Stoneridge Drive Specific Plan Amendment/Staples Ranch Draft EIR, Sumimary states: “The Specific

Plan circulation improvements would also be modified so that Stoneridge Drive would only be extended
from its current easterly terminus at Trevor Parkway. .. The proposed project would not provide a through-
connection between Stoneridge Drive and Auto Mall Place to El Charro Road, except for emergency
vehicles and (poteritially) buses.” The Transportation section further clarifies that the estimated
completion date for the Stoneridge Drive extension has yet to be determined, Kowever, City staff assumes
that if it wete to occur it would be after full build out of the proposed project: Because that extension is

not proposed at this time, the Draft EIR does not prowde a complete analysis thereof.

Government Code Section 56301 directs LAFCos to:

e Promote logical formation and boundary modifications that direct the burdens and beneﬁts of
additional growth to those local agencies thit are best suited to provide necessary services and

housing;
Make studies, and obtain and furnish informatlon which wnll contribute to the logical and
reasonable development of local agencies and to shape their development so as to advantageously

provide for the present and future needs of each county and its communities.

-Additlonally, pursuant to Government Code Section 56668.5, LAFCo may cons:der regional growth goals

and policies established by elected officials, formally representing their local jurisdictions on a regional or
subregional basis.

Finally, pursuant to adopted policies, LAFCo shall not act upon any change of organization or
reorganization until environmenta] documentation has been approved that adequately addresses all

potential areds of environmental concern.

The draft Tri-Valley Transportation Plan and Action Plan Upd‘lte (February 26, 2008) identifies the
Stoneridge Drive extension as a Route of Regional Significance. According to Tri-~Valley Transportation
Committee members, a Stoneridge Drive extension would serve s a major parallel facility to the [-580
freeway and potentially provide congestion relief for the I-580 corridor. Given this understanding,
specific and detailed analysis of the Stoneridge Drive extension or omission thereof should be included in
the Staples Ranch EIR prior to certification. The detailed analysis should include, without limitation, a
project level analysis of the physical improvements needed to accqmmodate the extension and the traffic

on local intersections.
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The analysis of the extension of Stoneridge Drive could appropriately take the form of an additional
alternative or as a mitigation measure to the traffic impacts of the project. If such an analysis does not
appear in the certified EIR, LAFCo may need to conduct its own CEQA review before taking action on

the proposed annexation as a responsible agency.

Municipal Service Providers .

Finally, our NOP comments requested a list of pre- and post-annexation municipal service providers, so
that LAFCo can determine whether any detachments are required. Please provide this information.

Should you have any questions about these comments, fee] free to contact me at (510) 272-3894.
Sincerely,

Mona Palacios
Executive Officer

Enclosure

cc: Fach Alameda LAFCo Commissioner
Brian Washington, LAFCo Legal Counsel
Ineda Adesanya, LAFCo Planner

VALAF\Pleasamon\Staples Ranchistaples ranch draft EIR response.doc
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September 2, 2008

Mona Palacios

Executive Director .

Alameda Local Agency Formation Commission
1221 Oak Street, Suite 555

Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Ms. Palacios,

Subject: Alameda Local Agency Formation Commission’s Comments on the
Staples Ranch Project Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR)

This letter responds to your July 18, 2008 letter commenting on the DEIR for the Staples Ranch
Project. Because the public comment peried on the DEIR ended on June 4, 2008, the comments

are not timely and the City’s responses are not in the Final EIR.

Nevertheless, because the comments that you made concerning the extension of Stoneridge
Drive mirror many of the timely comments that we did receive on the DEIR, we believe that any
concerns that you have on that topic have adequate responses in the Final EIR. See, for example,

Response to Comment 3.2.

Those responses include the attached four tables addressing a project level analysis of the
Stoneridge Drive Extension (SDE) with the Staples Ranch project. The tables reflect the impact
of the SDE at intersections located in Pleasanton, Dublin, Livermore and those pertaining to the
DEIR’s Congestion Management Program/Metropolitan Transportation System (CMP) analysis,
Our analysis assumes a fully improved four lane Stoneridge Drive with the land uses -
contemplated in the DEIR. Data for Pleasanton and Dublin Intersections was extracted and
reorganized from the Stoneridge Drive Specific Plan Amendment Traffic Report and its appendix
(Traffic Report), which were referenced in the DEIR, while Dowling Associates, Inc. provided
additional data to prepare the analysis for Livermore intersections and the CMP. The tables
include AM/ PM analysis for 1) no project and no SDE, 2) no project with the SDE, and 3) the

project with the SDE.

Concerning your comments on prime agricultural lands, no one submitted similar, timely,
comments. LAFCo requested additional documentation, including maps, showing that Staples
Ranch has been planned for development. Staff has included a copy of the adopted 1989
Stoneridge Drive Specific Plan, and the 1996 Pleasanton General Plan, including maps, which
show that Staples Ranch has been slated for development for numerous years,

P. O. Box 520, Pleasanton, CA 94566-0802 123 Main Street
City Manager City Attorney Economic Development City Clerk

A1230 9313002 1259515015 157 Main Street 125; 4313027
Fax: 931-3482 Fax: 931.5482 329y 911-5038 Fax: 431-3492

Fax: 931.3476
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Ms. Palacios
September 2, 2008

Please contact me if you need additional information.

| Very truly yours,
%@d Z_/——-—
Steven Bocian
Assistant City Manager
Enclosures
c: Nelgon Fialho, City Manager
wMgl?ael Roush, City Attommey

Robin Giffin, Assistant Planner
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