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Welcome friends, to the new Gandalf  II safety club! I am 
Gandalf, your energetic neighborhood dog! My staff  and I have 
worked very hard to update this newsletter and have come up with 
some great new ideas. The Gandalf  II newsletter will focus on 
animal safety to keep all of  our furry friends like me safe. Some 
exciting activities to look forward to include puzzles, games, contests, 
special shoutouts, important safety tips for all ages, interesting facts 
about wild and endangered species, and so much more! All contests 
are rewarded with prizes of  all shapes and sizes, and you might even 
get to meet me! 

Hopefully I will get to learn more about you, and you about me. 
I am so excited to hear about all of  your special pets and teach you 
what you need to know about them. 

Keep reading and I hope to hear from you soon!
Sincerely, 

Gandalf  II 
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Want to see YOUR pet of  the front page? Email 
Gandalf  a picture of  your pet at 
gandalfsafetyclub@ci.pleasanton.ca.us along with 
a small paragraph about your pet for a chance to 
be featured in the newsletter!

In your email, please include your pet's name and 
species, your first name, grade, and school. Write 
a small paragraph (no more than 75 words) 
describing your pet's favorite activities, how long 
you have had your pet, and any other fun facts 
about your pet you would like to include. 

PET OF THE MONTH



RED RIBBON WEEK 

Hey Kids!

Red Ribbon Week is this October, from Monday the 
22nd to Friday the 26th. Red Ribbon Week is a 
program that is dedicated to Enrique Camarena, a 
DEA (Drug Enforcement Administration) Agent who 
was killed in 1985 while fighting the war against 
drugs. Red Ribbon Week takes place at the end of  
October every year, and is a week for people 
nationwide to make the decision not to do drugs. Red 
Ribbon Week!is usually celebrated by displaying red 
ribbons. Look for them around your school and town 
during Red Ribbon Week, and remember, doing 
drugs only hurts you!

In honor of  Red Ribbon Week, the Gandalf  Safety 
Club is having an art contest. There will be a winner 
chosen from each grade level (K-5). The winners will 
have their artwork featured in the next issue of  the 
Gandalf  Safety Club Newsletter, and will receive a 
special prize! The theme of  the contest is: Things I 
can do to stay healthy.

Artwork Submission Guidelines:

No bigger than one 8 1/2 x 11 sheet of  paper
Can be made using the following mediums: paints, 

pencils, pastels, crayon, marker, etc. No 
photoshop/ computer graphics art. 

Please include your name, grade, and school. 
Deadline is November 10th. 

Submissions can be mailed or dropped off  at:
Gandalf  Safety Club
c/o Pleasanton Police Dept
4833 Bernal Ave.
Pleasanton, CA 94566

Dog Safety Tips
Hi! Gandalf here! Dogs sure can be a 
lot of fun, but remember to be as safe 
as you can when you are around 
them! Here are some of my tips for 
dealing with dogs:

Always treat dogs with respect. 
(And we’ll treat you with respect)

Always ask for permission before 
petting a dog. (Sometimes we 
get scared if we don’t know you)

Always let the dog sniff your 
hands before petting it. (This 
helps us get to know you a little 
better)

Do not bother dogs while they 
are sleeping, eating, or playing 
with its toys. (We need our own 
time)

Do not pet an unfamiliar dog, 
even if it looks friendly. (Some of 
us like to be left alone)

Do not run if a dog is running 
towards you. (We think you’re 
playing chase with us)

Do not scream or shout around 
dogs. (This scares us sometimes) 



Fun Corner!

Try to unscramble 
these animal names! 
Watch out, they get 
harder as you go.

oxf

hwka

dkuc

dgo

cta

ainls

babrit

serho

kemyon

nhepuig

What do you call 
a sleepy bull?

A bull dozer!

What do you get 
when a chicken 
and a cheetah 

cross?

Fast food!

Why did the cat 
love to play on the 

computer?

Because it saw the 
mouse! 

What do kittens 
like to put on their 

burgers? 

Catsup!

What's red, white, 
and black? 

A zebra that has 
chicken pox!

answ
ers: fox, haw

k, duck, dog, cat, 
snail, rabbit, horse, m

onkey, penguin



Halloween Safety Tips
HALLOWEEN IS COMING SOON ... ARE YOU READY?

You have finally decided what you want to be for Halloween. You have 
put together your costume, found a bag to put your candy in, and put 
up decorations. You are ready for the big night! 

But wait! Do you know how to stay safe while you are out trick-or-
treating? The Gandalf  Safety Club Staff  has put together a few tips 
to make your Halloween spooky and safe!

Go trick-or-treating with a group of  friends. Come up with a 
good spooky joke that you can all ask the people who answer the 
door.

Have at least one adult to walk with you. They don't have to 
come up to the door with you, but it is a good idea to have an adult 

nearby in case you need one. 

Bring a flashlight, even if  there are streetlights nearby. Make sure 
you check the batteries!

Wear reflective tape on your costume so that cars will be able to see 
you when you cross the street. Make sure when you cross that the car 

sees you before you step into the road. 

Stay on the sidewalk while you are trick-or-treating and don't run into 
the street. Make sure your group stays together the whole time.

Only cross the street at street corners or crosswalks. Do not cross in 
the middle of  the street. 

Map your route with an adult before Halloween, so that you know 
where you are going before you start. 

Don't hang around outside after you are finished trick-or-treating. 
Have a party at your house for the friends you went with after you go 
trick-or-treating. You can trade candy with each other and play 
games or watch a spooky movie. 



If  you get candy that looks like it is old, the wrong color, or 
like it has been unwrapped and wrapped again, don't eat it. 
Let an adult check your candy before you eat it. 

If  you are wearing a mask that makes it hard for you to 
see, take it off  between houses. Or you could use face paint 
instead of  a mask.

Don't run, because you could trip over something you 
don't see in the dark. Make sure your costume isn't so long that 

you will trip over it.

Only trick-or-treat at houses that have the porch light on. 

Happy Halloween!

       Gandalf  II 

Have a question for Gandalf ?
Send it to gandalfsafetyclub@ci.pleasanton.ca.us 
and it could be answered in the next newsletter!

Editor—  Amy Black
Assistant Editor—  Lincoln Gill
Graphics and Design—  James Wu and Nimish Patil
Photography—  Valerie Yim
Journalists—  Sarah Peterson and Linda Xie
Fun Corner—  Aseem Prasad
Comic Artist— Michelle Naegle

mailto:gandalfsafetyclub@ci.pleasanton.ca.us
mailto:gandalfsafetyclub@ci.pleasanton.ca.us

