THE CITY OF

PLEASANTON. City Council

Staff Report

SUBJECT:

aL|

October 3, 2006
Parks and Community Services

APPROVAL TO PARTICIPATE IN “ART TAKES PLACE”
REGIONAL PUBLIC ART PROJECT

CIVIC ARTS COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION:

At its meeting of June 5, 2006, the Civic Arts Commission recommended
that the City Council approve the allocation of $30,000 from the City’s
Public Art Acquisition Fund for Pleasanton’s participation in the “Art Takes
Place” regional public art project.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

SUMMARY:

Staff concurs with the recommendation of the Civic Arts Commission.

The Dublin Fine Arts Foundation has invited the cities of Dublin,
Pleasanton, and Livermore to participate in a regional public art project
entitled “Art Takes Place”. The project would include a number of
collaborative events and culminate in the year-long display of several
temporary public art works in each participating city. The art works would
focus on themes related to the geography, history, and uniqueness of the Tri-
Valley area. The project would be guided by a Steering Committee
comprised of representatives from each of the cities and arts professionals,
and monitored by each agency’s Arts Commission. Each participating city
is requested to contribute $30,000 to the project, with the Dublin Fine Arts
Foundation committed to raising additional funds from grants, contributions,
etc., to achieve a total project budget of $250,000. The cities of Dublin and
Livermore have both committed the requested $30,000 to the project.
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Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council:
BACKGROUND

The Dublin Fine Arts Foundation is taking the lead in promoting a project entitled “Art Takes
Place,” a year-long public art project for the Tri-Valley area. Goals for the project would
include promoting public awareness and participation in the arts; providing opportunities for
multigenerational groups, including youth, to be involved in the arts; and articulating the
diversity and unique qualities of people and the environment. The activities of the project would
culminate in a large format book describing the project in relationship to the history and
environment of the Tri-Valley.

The project is envisioned as a series of temporary public art projects sited in Dublin, Pleasanton,
and Livermore. The exact nature and form of the art would evolve through a development
process involving a Steering Committee comprised of representatives from cach participating
city.

The proposed budget for the project is $250,000, with each city requested to commit $30,000.
In the case of Pleasanton, these funds would be allocated from the Public Art Acquisition Fund,
if the Council agrees to participate. Additional funds are expected to be raised from private and
foundation sources through the efforts of the Dublin Fine Arts Foundation.

At the Civic Arts Commission’s June 5, 2006 meeting, representatives of the Dublin Fine Arts
Foundation presented information about the proposed project. Marty Inderbitzen, President of
the Dublin Fine Arts Foundation, also addressed the Commission and outlined the goals and
intentions of the project. Commissioners expressed general support for the concept, but did
express some concerns. These included the need for more specificity; the impending review of
the Downtown Public Art Master Plan (which recommends a number of publicly funded public
art projects); and the need to present the City Council with some concrete proposals for the
potential art projects.

The Commission appointed Commissioners Nancy Scotto and Howard Seebach to meet with
representatives from Dublin and Livermore, which will ultimately constitute the project’s
Steering Committee. The goal was to work together to develop consensus as to the parameters
of the project and identify with more specificity possible themes, approaches, and projects.

A meeting was held at Dublin City Hall on June 20, 2006, with representatives from Dublin,
Livermore, Pleasanton, and the Dublin Fine Arts Foundation to further develop guidelines,
themes, and possible projects which might emanate from the proposed collaboration.
Attachment 1 reflects the consensus that was developed during that meeting. The Civic Arts
Commission, at its meeting on July 10, 2006, reviewed the revised project description, heard
reports from Commissioners Scotto and Seebach, and discussed the project again with
representatives of the Dublin Fine Arts Foundation. The Commissioners expressed support for
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the project, and voted unanimously to recommend to the Council that the City participate in the
“Art Takes Place” regional public art project. This would entail an allocation of $30,000 from
the City’s Public Art Acquisition Fund to cover Pleasanton’s share of the project budget.
Copies of meeting minutes from the Commission’s June, 2006 and July, 2006 meetings are
included as Attachments 2 and 3 for the Council’s review.

FISCAL IMPACT

The total project budget is estimated at $250,000, with Pleasanton requested to contribute
$30,000. Sufficient funds exist in the City’s Public Art Acquisition Fund to cover this amount.
The City of Dublin has pledged a similar amount (see Attachment 4), and the Livermore City
Council voted unanimously to contribute $30,000 at its meeting on September 11, 2006. The
Dublin Fine Arts Commission will undertake a fundraising campaign to fund the balance of the
project.

Respectfully Submitted,

David Culver Nelson Fialho
Director of Parks Director of Finance City Manager
and Community Services

Attachments 1. Dublin Fine Arts Foundation — “Art Takes Place” proposal
2. Civic Arts Commission Minutes — June 5, 2006
3. Civic Arts Commission Minutes — July 10, 2006
4. Letter from the City of Dublin to the Dublin Fine Arts Foundation —
August 17, 2006
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